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Gr.11 Chemistry involves a lot of labs, so all of us — students and teacher — will 
have to work together to make them go smoothly.

GroupsGroups
Lab groups will be assigned by me (Mr. Hopman), and will hopefully change with 
every unit. You can expect to do other group activities in your lab group as well. I 
expect there will be about nine groups. Due to space constraints it will sometimes 
be necessary to have half the class do an experiment one day and half the next.

PreparationPreparation

I will be putting in a considerable amount of time laying out equipment and 
ensuring that the correct chemicals are available. You are expected to do your part
by reading through the lab outline beforehand and by preparing your lab book. Do 
not waste my time and your partners' time by being unprepared.

During the labDuring the lab
Safety first. Most of the chemicals you will be dealing with are not particularly 
dangerous. However, good habits developed here will stand you in good stead 
when the chemicals do get dangerous, i.e., Gr.12 Chemistry. The following is a 
minimum list of requirements.

• Take personal responsibility for your own safety; use common sense. The MSDS 
for all chemicals are readily available.

• Absolutely no horseplay. I mean it.

• Close-toed shoes are a must; leather is preferable. Both spills and dropped 
objects will tend to land on your feet. You will not be permitted to do the lab if
your footwear is inappropriate. Instead you will be sent into the hall with a 
long list of questions to work on or be assigned washing up duty.

• Lab coats must be worn. If there is sufficient interest, we can order personalized 
lab coats.

• Safety glasses must be worn. You do not want splashes or shards to enter your 
unprotected eye.

• If anything breaks, tell your teacher immediately. I will not shoot you, unless you 
did it deliberately. Accidents happen.

Record all observations in your lab notebook, and do all calculations there.

CleanupCleanup
Each group is expected to dispose of wastes safely, wash and rinse their glassware
well, and return all equipment to the designated place. Clean glassware helps the 
next lab go better.
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