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Public attitudes to chemicals vary widely, from outright fear and loathing to 
carelessness. The government wants to make sure that people have access to the 
information they need in order to decide how to use chemicals safely and 
effectively. You have been hired by Industry Canada to be a writer for a series of 
information sheets about common chemicals.

Your job is:

• to pick a common chemical which will be the topic of your pamphlet (e.g., a 
fertilizer; a pesticide; a household cleaning product; materials used in 
electronics and batteries; chemical additives in foods; pharmaceuticals; 
cosmetics and perfumes). You can refer to appendix C3 for ideas. Other 
possibilities are Teflon; sodium lauryl sulfate; 2,4-D; Roundup; nitrates or 
nitrites; gasoline.

• to explain what the chemical is used for. What benefits does it have?

• to describe the physical and chemical properties of the chemical.

• to draw the structure and relate it to the properties of the chemical.

• to outline where the chemical comes from. How is it made? Is it natural? Is it 
refined? Is it synthesized?

• to describe the effects on both human health and the environment of the 
manufacture, use, and disposal of the chemical

• to outline ways in which ill effects could be reduced

The final product will be a two-sided information sheet. It must be attractive and 
easy to read, with no spelling or grammar errors.

The information must be factual and unbiased. Information which is not common 
knowledge must be cited using the Vancouver style (see the ECHS Writer's Guide) 
and a list of references must be included on the sheet itself. The easiest way to 
meet the citation requirements is to use Zotero.

You may work in groups of up to three; if you work in a group, you must provide 
proof that each group member made a substantial contribution. Examples of proof 
include: a separate sheet outlining who did what; use of Google Documents (the 
document must be shared with me); or use of change-tracking in a word processor.

You will receive two periods to work on this project, and it will be due on a date to 
be determined on the second work day.
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