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Water is one of the most important chemicals on our planet. It is also the most 
abundant solvent on our planet, and aqueous solutions are the most common 
solutions on Earth. Issues dealing with drinking water are some of the most 
important STSE issues we face as a human population. Very little water on Earth is 
fresh water and much of that is not safe to drink. In this assignment you are to 
write a magazine-type article that describes a drinking water issue.

TopicsTopics
Drinking water issues can be considered under the following three broad 
categories. Some example topics are listed below under each category. Your 
article will be on one of these topics or another approved by Mr. Hopman.

TechnologyTechnology

• Water treatment process

• Cleaning contaminated 
water

• Desalination of salt water

• Portable purifiers used in 
camping

Problems caused by Problems caused by 
waterwater

• Corrosion of metals 

• Water in the space station

• Water as a greenhouse gas

• Anomalous expansion 
behaviour 

Ethical, legal and social Ethical, legal and social 
issuesissues

• Diversion of fresh water

• Selling water

• Pollution/contamination of 
ground water

• Diseases carried in water

RequirementsRequirements

The article is to be typed in a 12 point font with 1.5 line spacing and should be 700
—1000 words long. You must also supply at least three illustrations with captions 
on (a) separate page(s), and you must refer to these in your text. Include a 
properly formatted bibliography at the end of your article; citations are required in 
the Vancouver style. Electronic submission of the text is required.

You will receive this period and the next to work on your article. You may work in 
pairs.

There is a rubric on the back of this sheet.

ResourcesResources
Your textbook has at least three sections on water issues: 6.4, 7.2, and 7.4.

Our library has books which may be useful.

Your local public library will in all likelihood have useful books.

Your municipality may have information about water quality standards, testing, 
and possibly even testing results.

Oh, and there may be some information on the Internet.
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Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

K
(10)

Facts Authors display little knowledge 
of facts of topic. There are glaring
factual errors, causing the reader 
to slap his or her forehead. 
Images are absent.

Authors display some 
understanding of facts of topic. 
There are several minor but 
noticeable factual errors. Images 
are present but are not useful.

Authors display good 
understanding of facts of topic. 
Factual errors are minor and few 
and far between. Images support 
factual information.

Authors display excellent 
understanding of facts of topic. 
There are no factual errors. Every
reader will learn something new 
and interesting. Images support 
and help explain factual 
information.

I
(5)

Initiative Authors show little initiative in 
their research process. It appears 
to have consisted of Googling 
random keywords and pressing 
the “I'm feeling lucky” button. 

Authors show some initiative in 
their research process. Some 
sources have been consulted, but 
their reliability is dubious.

Authors show good initiative in 
their research process. Numerous 
reliable sources have been 
consulted.

Authors show excellent initiative 
in their research process. 
Numerous reliable sources have 
been consulted, and these sources
are not just books or web sites.

I
(5)

Critical thinking Authors do little analysis of the 
topic, simply repeating what their
sources say.

Authors are able to do some 
analysis of and critical thinking of
their topic.

Authors are able to analyze the 
topic and think critically about it,
synthesizing the ideas of their 
sources.

Authors are able to analyze the 
topic, think critically about it, 
and ask new questions about it.

C
(5)

Technical writing skills There are large errors in 
vocabulary, spelling and/or 
grammar. ESL classes are 
recommended.

There are numerous small errors 
in vocabulary, spelling and/or 
grammar.

The are some small errors in 
vocabulary, spelling, and/or 
grammar.

Vocabulary, spelling, and 
grammar are all excellent.

C
(5)

Organization and structure There is little organization in the 
article. The reader has difficulty 
following the though process of 
the authors (assuming there is 
one).

There is some organization in the 
article, but there are also spots 
where the authors make jumps.

The article is sensibly organized; 
thought flow is apparent.

The article is very well organized 
and structured. The authors' 
thought flow is easily anticipated.

A
(5)

Identification of issues The authors make little 
connection to the content of this 
unit. They appear not to have 
been paying attention for the past
several weeks.

The authors make some 
connections to the content of this 
unit, but these connections feel 
bolted on.

The authors make several 
connections to the contents of this
unit.

The authors make numerous 
connections to the contents of 
this unit in a natural way.

A
(5)

Stewardship and Christian 
perspective

There is little evidence of 
Christian perspective or 
stewardship principles.

The authors are able to show 
some Christian perspective.

The authors are able to provide a 
mature Christian perspective by 
giving good stewardship 
suggestions.

The authors are able to provide a 
mature Christian perspective 
giving thoughtful stewardship 
suggestions, without sounding 
preachy.
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